l88    MEDITERRANEAN   MEMORIES
Most historians, when writing upon this siege,
and on the defence of St* Elmo in particular, give
their readers the false impression that the Knights
were supermen, who knew neither fear nor human
weaknesses* The very glory of St. Elmo's defence,
however, lies in the fact that its defenders were very
human, and fear stalked rampant behind those
crumbling walls*
After a week it seemed that the end could not be
long delayed, and the Knights in the fort sent
across to the Grand Master in St* Angelo asking to
be allowed to leave the place* La Valette listened
with displeasure, which he could not conceal, to
this application for aid so early in the siege* He
pointed out the importance of holding this fort,
and how the Viceroy of Sicily had stated that if
it was lost he would not hazard his master's (King
of Spain's) fleet, which he promised was on its way
to assist the Order* The Grand Master then
made it plain that he had little use for those who
squealed before they were hurt*
The knight who had gone across returned to
St* Elmo, where his message was ungraciously
received, for the defenders felt that they were being
sacrificed to no real purpose* Just at this time the
Turkish admiral, who appears to have been keeping
an eye wide open to see that none of the Order's
galleys got out of Galley Creek, was mortally